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Dear families, 

These learning packets are filled with grade level activities to keep students 

engaged in learning at home. We are following the learning routines with 

language of instruction that students would be engaged in within the classroom 

setting. We have an amazing diverse language community with over 65 different 

languages represented across our students and families.  

If you need assistance in understanding the learning activities or instructions, we 

recommend using these phone and computer apps listed below.  

     Google Translate 

• Free language translation app for Android and iPhone

• Supports text translations in 103 languages and speech translation (or

conversation translations) in 32 languages

• Capable of doing camera translation in 38 languages and photo/image

translations in 50 languages

• Performs translations across apps

     Microsoft Translator 

• Free language translation app for iPhone and Android

• Supports text translations in 64 languages and speech translation in 21

languages

• Supports camera and image translation

• Allows translation sharing between apps
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Queridas familias:   

Estos paquetes de aprendizaje tienen actividades a nivel de grado para mantener 

a los estudiantes comprometidos con la educación en casa. Estamos siguiendo las 

rutinas de aprendizaje con las palabras que se utilizan en el salón de clases. 

Tenemos una increíble y diversa comunidad de idiomas con más de 65 idiomas 

diferentes representados en nuestros estudiantes y familias. 

Si necesita ayuda para entender las actividades o instrucciones de aprendizaje, le 

recomendamos que utilice estas aplicaciones de teléfono y computadora que se 

enlistan a continuación: 

   Google Translate 

• Aplicación de traducción de idiomas para Android y iPhone (gratis) 

• Traducciones de texto en 103 idiomas y traducción de voz (o traducciones 

de conversación) en 32 idiomas  

• Traducción a través de cámara en 38 idiomas y traducciones de fotos / 

imágenes en 50 idiomas  

• Realiza traducciones entre aplicaciones 

 

   Microsoft Translator 

• Aplicación de traducción para iPhone y Android (gratis)  

• Traducciones de texto en 64 idiomas y traducción de voz en 21 idiomas  

•  Traducción a través de la cámara y traducción de imágenes  

• Permite compartir la traducción entre aplicaciones 

 



Directions for the Week of April 20-April 24th 

Monday Read Democratic Storms background information and write a paragraph with 
evidence from the text to describe an occasion when the decisions of Democrats 
caused turmoil for people of the state of Oklahoma. 

Tuesday Read the information and answer questions using evidence from the textbook 
excerpt: Senate Bill 1 & the literacy test. 

Wednesday Read the article All-Black Towns.  Then answer the question- how did the 
establishment of Senate Bill 1 lead to the growth of all-Black towns? 

Thursday & Friday Read the information and answer questions using evidence from the textbook 
excerpt:  KKK questions.  Then, write a paragraph describing the reasons for the 
rise and the fall of the Ku Klux Klan in Oklahoma in the 1920s. Why the resurgence 
of KKK at that time in history? 

Directions for the Week of April 27th-May 1st 

Monday Readings and Clips: Read the Tulsa Race Massacre documents and analyze where 
lynchings occurred.  Next, (if possible) students watch the Henry Smith profile 
clip. Students read and annotate the “Introduction” section of the Lynching in 
America digital report (pp. 3-5 of PDF) and listen (if possible) to the Thomas Miles 
audio story. 

Henry Smith Profile Clip: 
https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/explore/texas/henry-smith 

Thomas Miles Audio Clip: 
https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/listen/dedman-myles 

Journaling: Students journal in response to any or all of following questions: What 
is lynching? What impact did they have on minority communities? Why might we 
study the history of lynching today? Why has there been an absence to discuss or 
address lynching?   

Tuesday Reading and Clips: To memorialize means, the way we remember.  People 
memorialize with art, poetry, writing, gatherings, songs, etc. By the end of the 
week, students will be designing a way to memorialize the Tulsa Race Massacre. I 

Students will read article and answer questions from Khan Academy: The 
reemergence of the KKK (article & questions) and answer the question “Why was 
there a rise in racial violence during the 1920s?” Finally, students will watch The 
Tulsa Race Massacre; Then and now.video (if possible). 

Tulsa Race Massacre Video 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhoAGJUDEvc&feature=youtu.be 

Journaling:  Students journal to answer the questions: “How do we memorialize 
history? Whose perspective is used? What were the causes of the Tulsa Race 
Massacre? How do we help the Greenwood community, and Tulsa as a whole, 
heal?”  

Wednesday Reading and Clips:Students read and annotate an  excerpt  from the textbook 
chapter 20, The Reality of Race.  

Journaling: “What kind of place was Greenwood before the riot? 
Why do you think that the riot happened? What happened after the riot was over?” 

Start on Memorialization Project: Begin to design a way to memorialize the history 
of June 1, 1921 in Tulsa. This memorialization can be anything to give honor to 
those who lost their lives. For example:  write a poem, design a sculpture, create a 
song or rap, write an opinion piece to the Tulsa World, etc. 

Thursday Reading: Read Newsela.com article:Tulsa's Black Wall Street Tells What Was, and 
What's Coming and answer questions. 

Journal: Why is the Tulsa Race Massacre important for us to remember?  How do 
we memorialize this event?  

Work on Project 

Friday Student journal choose one: Have a discussion with a parent, or someone else, and 
then write about what race means to you. What is racism?  

Scholars used the accounts of witnesses and ground-piercing radar to locate a 
potential mass grave just outside Tulsa’s Oaklawn Cemetery, suggesting the death 
toll may be much higher than the original records indicate. Why do you think this 
is true?  What action should Tulsa take now about the possibility of mass graves?  

Students share their final product with the teacher through a picture, video, phone 
call or other means.  As as extension they could write a letter  to the mayor of 
Tulsa and/or your city council member to suggest a way to memorialize the Tulsa 
Race Massacre.  
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All-Black Towns of Oklahoma
(Created by the Oklahoma Historical Society, OHS).
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ALL-BLACK TOWNS.
The All-Black towns of Oklahoma represent a unique chapter in American history. Nowhere else,
neither in the Deep South nor in the Far West, did so many African American men and women come
together to create, occupy, and govern their own communities. From 1865 to 1920 African Americans
created more than fifty identifiable towns and settlements, some of short duration and some still
existing at the beginning of the twenty-first century.

All-Black towns grew in Indian Territory after the Civil War when the former slaves of the Five Tribes
settled together for mutual protection and economic security. When the United States government
forced American Indians to accept individual land allotments, most Indian "freedmen" chose land next
to other African Americans. They created cohesive, prosperous farming communities that could
support businesses, schools, and churches, eventually forming towns. Entrepreneurs in these
communities started every imaginable kind of business, including newspapers, and advertised throughout the South for settlers. Many African
Americans migrated to Oklahoma, considering it a kind of "promise land."

When the Land Run of 1889 opened yet more "free" land to non-Indian settlement, African Americans from the Old South rushed to newly created
Oklahoma. E. P. McCabe, a former state auditor of Kansas, helped found Langston and encouraged African Americans to settle in that All-Black
town. To further his cause, McCabe established the Langston City Herald and circulated it, often by means of traveling agents, throughout the South.
McCabe hoped that his tactics would create an African American political power block in Oklahoma Territory. Other African American leaders had a
vision of an All-Black state. Although this dream was never realized, many All-Black communities sprouted and flourished in the rich topsoil of the
new territory and, after 1907, the new state.

In those towns African Americans lived free from the prejudices and brutality found in other racially mixed communities of the Midwest and the
South. African Americans in Oklahoma and Indian Territories would create their own communities for many reasons. Escape from discrimination and
abuse would be a driving factor. All-Black settlements offered the advantage of being able to depend on neighbors for financial assistance and of
having open markets for crops. Arthur Tolson, a pioneering historian of blacks in Oklahoma, asserts that many African Americans turned to
"ideologies of economic advancement, self-help, and racial solidarity."

Marshalltown, North Fork Colored, Canadian Colored, and Arkansas Colored existed as early as the 1860s in Indian Territory. Other Indian Territory
towns that no longer exist include Sanders, Mabelle, Wiley, Homer, Huttonville, Lee, and Rentie. Among the Oklahoma Territory towns no longer in
existence are Lincoln, Cimarron City, Bailey, Zion, Emanuel, Udora, and Douglas. Towns that still survive are Boley, Brooksville, Clearview, Grayson,
Langston, Lima, Red Bird, Rentiesville, Summit, Taft, Tatums, Tullahassee, and Vernon. The largest and most renowned of these was Boley. Booker
T. Washington, nationally prominent African American educator, visited Boley twice and even submitted a positive article on the town to Outlook
Magazine in 1908.

The passage of many Jim Crow laws by the Oklahoma Legislature immediately after statehood caused some African Americans to become
disillusioned with the infant state. During this time Canada promoted settlement and, although the campaign focused on whites, a large contingent of
African Americans relocated to that nation's western plains, forming colonies at Amber Valley, Alberta, and Maidstone, Saskatchewan. Another
exodus from Oklahoma occurred with the "Back to Africa" movements of the early twentieth century. A large group of Oklahomans joined the ill-fated
Chief Sam expedition to Africa. A number of other African Americans migrated to colonies in Mexico.

White distrust also limited the growth of these All-Black towns. As early as 1911 whites in Okfuskee County attempted to block further immigration
and to force African Americans into mixed but racially segregated communities incapable of self-support. Several of these white farmers signed
oaths pledging to "never rent, lease, or sell land in Okfuskee County to any person of Negro blood, or agent of theirs; unless the land be located
more than one mile from a white or Indian resident." To further stem the black migration to eastern Oklahoma a similar oath was developed to
prevent the hiring of "Negro labor."

Events of the 1920s and 1930s spelled the end for most black communities. The All-Black towns in Oklahoma were, for the most part, small
agricultural centers that gave nearby African American farmers a market. Prosperity generally depended on cotton and other crops. The Great
Depression devastated these towns, forcing residents to go west and north in search of jobs. These flights from Oklahoma caused a huge population
decrease in black towns.
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As people left, the tax base withered, putting the towns in financial jeopardy. In the 1930s many railroads failed, isolating small towns in Oklahoma
from regional and national markets. As a result, many of the black towns could not survive. During lean years whites would not extend credit to
African Americans, creating an almost impossible situation for black farmers and businessmen to overcome. Even one of the most successful towns,
Boley, declared bankruptcy in 1939. Today, only thirteen historical All-Black towns still survive, but their legacy of economic and political freedom is
well remembered. A fourteenth town, IXL, is new, incorporated in 2001.

Larry O'Dell

See also: AFRICAN AMERICANS, BOLEY, BROOKSVILLE, CLEARVIEW, FREEDMEN, LANGSTON, LINCOLN CITY, EDWARD P. McCABE,
RED BIRD, RENTIESVILLE, SEGREGATION, SETTLEMENT PATTERNS, SUMMIT, TAFT, TATUMS, TULLAHASSEE, VERNON
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Read   “‘Promiscuous   Joy-Rides   after   Dark’:   A   Klan   Manifesto”   and   the   text   under   the   heading  

“Hooded   Terror.”   (pgs   302-304   in    The   Story   of   Oklahoma    textbook ) .   More   information   about   the   KKK  

can   be   found   here:    KKK .    Then   answer   the   questions   with   evidence   from   the   text.  

1. What   values   and   goals   did   the   KKK   stand   for?   

2. What   sorts   of   people   were   attracted   to   it?   

3. Describe   an   occasion   when   Governor   Jack   Walton   declared   martial   law.  

4. Why   did   the   Klan   lose   membership   in   the   late   1920s?  

 

https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=KU001


 

Hooded   Terror   
 

Across   America,   a   reborn   Ku   Klux   Klan   rose   to   great   influence   after   World   War   I.   Like   the   original   Klansmen   in  

the   post–Civil   War   South,   followers   of   this   Ku   Klux   Klan   masqueraded   in   hoods   and   robes   that   did   not   conceal  

their   anti-black   racism.   And   they   added   Jews,   Catholics,   immigrants,   and   assorted   radicals   to   their   intended  

victims.   Soon,   burning   crosses,   whippings,   and   tarrings   swept   across   the   entire   nation,   Oklahoma   included.  

Perverse   in   its   attitudes   and   behavior,   the   Sooner   Ku   Klux   Klan   was   not   to   be   taken   lightly.   Within   its   ranks  

were   prominent   ministers,   school   leaders,   and   ambitious   politicians,   including   perhaps   a   majority   of   the  

legislature   elected   with   Governor   Walton   in   1922.   In   taking   on   the   Ku   Klux   Klan,   the   governor   was   fighting   for  

his   political   life.   Though   short-lived,   the   fight   between   Jack   Walton   and   the   Klan   was   unusually   bitter   and  

sometimes   bloody.   In   response   to   Klan   outrages—mutilations   in   Tulsa,   whippings   in   Okmulgee   County,   and   so  

on—Walton   began   to   issue   declarations   of    martial   law    (law   enforcement   by   the   military).   The   state   militia  

suspended   civilian   governments   and   set   up   military   courts   to   end   the   Klan’s   looting.   The   governor   followed   with  

more   declarations   that   went   even   further.   When   the   Tulsa   Tribune   published   editorials   against   Walton’s  

takeover   of   city   and   county   government,   the   governor   imposed   martial   law   on   the   newspaper   and   prevented   its  

publication—an   open   violation   of   federal   and   state   guarantees   of   a   free   press.   The   attempt   to   convene   a   grand  

jury   in   Oklahoma   City   to   investigate   Walton   met   a   similar   fate.   Declaring   martial   law   on   the   Oklahoma   County  

Courthouse,   Walton   used   troops   to   prevent   the   grand   jury   from   meeting   there.   Such   extreme   actions   aroused  

Oklahoma’s   Klansmen   and   most   of   the   state’s   other   citizens   as   well.   Unsure   of   their   options,   a   group   of  

legislators   tried   to   meet   at   the   state   capitol   to   plan   a   strategy.   They   were   greeted   with   barbed   wire,   machine  

guns,   and   armed   militiamen.   Walton   had   declared   martial   law   on   the   capitol   to   prevent   their   meeting.   The  

governor’s   opponents   wasted   no   time   in   mounting   a   counterattack.   The   legislature   was   not   scheduled   to   meet  

again   until   1925,   so   Walton’s   foes   prepared   to   amend   the   state   constitution   so   that   the   legislature   could  

summon   itself   into   a   special   session   immediately.   Knowing   the   purpose   of   such   an   assembly—to   impeach   him  

and   remove   him   from   office—Governor   Walton   tried   to   prevent   a   public   election   on   the   amendment   by   ordering  

the   militia   to   close   the   polls.   Except   for   a   few   cases,   the   militiamen   ignored   the   governor,   and   the   election   took  

place,   with   an   unsurprising   outcome.   Oklahomans   voted   overwhelmingly   to   allow   the   legislature   to   meet  

immediately.   Moving   quickly   to   prevent   the   governor’s   threat   to   retaliate   by   pardoning   all   convicts   and   freeing  

them   from   prison,   the   House   of   Representatives   formally   impeached   Walton   for   22   offenses   and   suspended  

him   from   office.   After   a   more   thorough   trial   by   the   state   senate,   he   was   convicted   on   11   counts   and   removed  

from   office.   Besides   ridding   the   state   of   an   incredibly   incompetent   governor,   Walton’s   impeachment   had   other  

consequences.   One   of   them   was   a   fatal   blow   delivered   to   the   Ku   Klux   Klan.   With   the   governor   safely   out   of  

power,   Oklahomans   began   to   come   to   their   senses.   Walton’s   “war”   on   the   Klan,   after   all,   had   given   publicity   to  

its   very   worst   features:   the   terror   and   violence   that   came   easily   to   men   hiding   behind   hoods.   The   legislature  



passed   a   law   forbidding   people   to   publicly   hide   behind   masks   or   hoods.   Oklahoma   thus   became   the   first   state  

to   “unmask”   the   Ku   Klux   Klan.   Soon,   Klan   numbers   dropped   to   nearly   nothing,   and   former   Klansmen   tried   to  

hide   their   embarrassment   about   having   paraded   around   in   silly   garb   beneath   fiery   crosses.   Another   ironic  

result   of   Walton’s   impeachment   was   that   it   did   not   mark   the   end   of   Our   Jack’s   political   career.   Running   along  

with   many   other   candidates   for   the   Democratic   nomination   to   the   U.S.   Senate   in   1924,   Walton   gained   the   most  

votes   in   the   primary   election.   Although   he   received   far   fewer   than   half   of   the   votes,   Walton   was   able   to   win   the  

nomination,   since   at   the   time   the   candidate   with   the   largest   number   of   votes   (a   plurality)   in   the   primary   was   the  

legal   winner.   Incensed   by   Walton’s   unrepentant   return,   the   voters   elected   a   Republican,   William   B.   Pine,   to   the  

Senate.   With   Pine   serving   during   the   final   two   years   of   Senator   Harreld’s   term,   Oklahoma   had   two   Republican  

U.S.   senators   for   the   first   time   in   its   history.  

 

*excerpt   taken   from:    http://www.storyofoklahoma.com/teachers/downloads/Chapter_18.pdf  

http://www.storyofoklahoma.com/teachers/downloads/Chapter_18.pdf


Tulsa Race Massacre Documents 
 
Source:  Cameron McWhirter is a Wall Street Journal reporter and author of “Red Summer: The 
Summer of 1919.”    Note: In 1919, conflicts broke out between black and white Americans in 
cities all over the United States.  The highest death rate was in rural Elaine, Arkansas where 
100-240 African Americans and 5 white people were killed.  
 
 

 
 Document Analysis 

1. What do the flash symbols on the map represent?  
 

2. According to this map, how many race riots and lynchings occurred in the United 
States between the spring and fall of 1919? 

 
 

3. Can you use the map to make a generalization about where racial violence in the 
United States was most severe? Explain your reasoning. 

 
4. Using what you learned from the Background Essay, what might explain why 

Oklahoma did not have an incidence of major racial violence in 1919? 
 
 

5. How might the violent racial conflicts in 1919 have helped cause the violence in 
Tulsa on June 1, 1921?  

 



Source: Equal Justice Initiative, “Lynching in America: Targeting Black Veterans.” 2017. 
https://eji.org/reports/targeting-black-veterans/ 
 
 
The enslavement of black people in the United States for more than 200 years, built wealth, 
opportunity, and prosperity for millions of white Americans. At the same time, American 
slavery assigned to black people a lifelong status of bondage and servitude based on race, and 
created a myth of racial inferiority to justify the racial hierarchy. Under this racist belief system, 
whites were hard working, smart, and morally advanced, while black people were dumb, lazy, 
childlike, and uncivilized. 

The idea that black people were naturally and permanently inferior to white people became 
deeply rooted in individual’s minds, state and federal laws, and national institutions. This 
ideology grew so strong that it survived the abolition of slavery and evolved into new systems 
of racial inequality and abuse. In the period from 1877 to 1950, it took the form of lynching and 
racial terror. 

For a century after emancipation, African American servicemen and the black community at 
large “staked much of their claims to freedom and equality on their military service . . . .  

 
 

Document Analysis:  
 

1. How did the 200-yearlong system of race-based slavery in the United States help white 
Americans? 

 
2. According to this document, what is the “myth of racial inferiority” that developed when 

slavery was legal? 
 

3. How did the idea that black people were inferior to white people become institutionalized 
even after it became illegal to enslave African Americans? 

 
4. In the 100 years after slavery was abolished, what was the attitude of African Americans 

toward the military? 
 

5. According to the document, how did the belief in white superiority change after the 
slavery was abolished? 

 
6. How could you use this document to help explain the underlying causes of the Tulsa 

Race “Riot”? 



32 (Library of Congress/Getty Images)

History, despite its wrenching pain,
Cannot be unlived, but if faced
With courage, need not be lived again.

Maya Angelou, On the Pulse of Morning

During the period between the Civil War and World
War II, thousands of African Americans were
lynched in the United States.  Lynchings were violent
and public acts of torture that traumatized black
people throughout the country and were largely tol-
erated by state and federal officials.  These lynchings
were terrorism.  “Terror lynchings” peaked between
1880 and 1940 and claimed the lives of African
American men, women, and children who were
forced to endure the fear, humiliation, and barbarity
of this widespread phenomenon unaided.

Lynching profoundly impacted race relations in this
country and shaped the geographic, political, social,
and economic conditions of African Americans in
ways that are still evident today.  Terror lynchings fu-
eled the mass migration of millions of black people
from the South into urban ghettos in the North and
West throughout the first half of the twentieth cen-
tury.  Lynching created a fearful environment where
racial subordination and segregation was main-
tained with limited resistance for decades.  Most
critically, lynching reinforced a legacy of racial in-
equality that has never been adequately addressed
in America.  The administration of criminal justice in
particular is tangled with the history of lynching in
profound and important ways that continue to con-
taminate the integrity and fairness of the justice sys-
tem.

This report begins a necessary conversation to con-
front the injustice, inequality, anguish, and suffering
that racial terror and violence created.  The history
of terror lynching complicates contemporary issues
of race, punishment, crime, and justice.  Mass incar-
ceration, excessive penal punishment, dispropor-
tionate sentencing of racial minorities, and police
abuse of people of color reveal problems in Ameri-
can society that were framed in the terror era.  The
narrative of racial difference that lynching drama-
tized continues to haunt us.  Avoiding honest con-
versation about this history has undermined our
ability to build a nation where racial justice can be
achieved.

In America, there is a legacy of racial inequality
shaped by the enslavement of millions of black peo-
ple.  The era of slavery was followed by decades of
terrorism and racial subordination most dramatically
evidenced by lynching.  The civil rights movement of
the 1950s and 1960s challenged the legality of many
of the most racist practices and structures that sus-
tained racial subordination but the movement was
not followed by a continued commitment to truth
and reconciliation.  Consequently, this legacy of
racial inequality has persisted, leaving us vulnerable
to a range of problems that continue to reveal racial
disparities and injustice.  EJI believes it is essential
that we begin to discuss our history of racial injustice
more soberly and to understand the implications of
our past in addressing the challenges of the present.

Lynching in America is the second in a series of re-
ports that examines the trajectory of American his-
tory from slavery to mass incarceration.  In 2013, EJI
published Slavery in America, which documents the
slavery era and its continuing legacy, and erected
three public markers in Montgomery, Alabama, to
change the visual landscape of a city and state that
has romanticized the mid-nineteenth century and
ignored the devastation and horror created by
racialized slavery and the slave trade.

Over the past six years, EJI staff have spent thou-
sands of hours researching and documenting terror
lynchings in the twelve most active lynching states
in America:  

Introduction

Alabama
Arkansas
Florida
Georgia

Kentucky
Louisiana

Mississippi
North Carolina
South Carolina

Tennessee
Texas

Virginia
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We have more recently supplemented our research
by documenting terror lynchings in other states, and
found these acts of violence were most common in
eight states:  Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Maryland,
Missouri, Ohio, Oklahoma, and West Virginia.  

We distinguish racial terror lynchings—the subject
of this report—from hangings and mob violence that
followed some criminal trial process or that were
committed against non-minorities without the
threat of terror.  Those deaths were a crude form of
punishment that did not have the features of terror
lynchings directed at racial minorities who were
being threatened and menaced in multiple ways.

We also distinguish terror lynchings from racial vio-
lence and hate crimes that were prosecuted as crim-
inal acts.  Although criminal prosecution for hate
crimes was rare during the period we examine, such
prosecutions ameliorated those acts of violence and
racial animus.  The lynchings we document were
acts of terrorism because these murders were car-
ried out with impunity, sometimes in broad daylight,
often “on the courthouse lawn.”i These lynchings
were not “frontier justice,” because they generally
took place in communities where there was a func-
tioning criminal justice system that was deemed too
good for African Americans.  Terror lynchings were
horrific acts of violence whose perpetrators were
never held accountable.  Indeed, some public spec-
tacle lynchings were attended by the entire white
community and conducted as celebratory acts of
racial control and domination.

Key Findings

1Racial terror lynching was much more
prevalent than previously reported. EJI re-
searchers have documented several hundred

more lynchings than the number identified in the
most comprehensive work done on lynching to date.
The extraordinary work of E.M. Beck and Stewart E.
Tolnay provided an invaluable resource, as did the
research collected at Tuskegee University in

Tuskegee, Alabama.  These sources are widely
viewed as the most comprehensive collection of re-
search data on the subject of lynching in America.
EJI conducted extensive analysis of these data as
well as supplemental research and investigation of
lynchings in each of the subject states.  We reviewed
local newspapers, historical archives, and court
records; conducted interviews with local historians,
survivors, and victims’ descendants; and exhaus-
tively examined contemporaneously published re-
ports in African American newspapers.  EJI has
documented 4084 racial terror lynchings in twelve
Southern states between the end of Reconstruction
in 1877 and 1950, which is at least 800 more lynch-
ings in these states than previously reported.  EJI has
also documented more than 300 racial terror lynch-
ings in other states during this time period.

2Some states and counties were particu-
larly terrifying places for African Ameri-
cans and had dramatically higher rates of

lynching than other states and counties we re-
viewed. Mississippi, Florida, Arkansas, and
Louisiana had the highest statewide rates of lynch-
ing in the United States.  Mississippi,  Georgia, and
Louisiana had the highest number of lynchings.
Lafayette, Hernando, Taylor, and Baker counties in
Florida; Early County, Georgia; Fulton County, Ken-
tucky; and Lake and Moore counties in Tennessee
had the highest rates of terror lynchings in America.
Phillips County, Arkansas; Lafourche and Tensas
parishes in Louisiana; Leflore and Carroll counties in
Mississippi; and New Hanover County, North Car-
olina, were sites of mass killings of African Ameri-
cans in single-incident violence that mark them as
notorious places in the history of racial terror vio-
lence.  The largest numbers of lynchings were found
in Jefferson County, Alabama; Orange, Columbia,
and Polk counties in Florida; Fulton, Early, and
Brooks counties in Georgia; Fulton County, Ken-
tucky; Caddo, Ouachita, Bossier, Iberia, and Tangipa-
hoa parishes in Louisiana; Hinds County, Mississippi;
Shelby County, Tennessee; and Anderson County,
Texas.

3Racial terror lynching was a tool used to
enforce Jim Crow laws and racial segrega-
tion—a tactic for maintaining racial con-

trol by victimizing the entire African American
community, not merely punishment of an al-
leged perpetrator for a crime. Our research con-
firms that many victims of terror lynchings were
murdered without being accused of any crime; they
were killed for minor social transgressions or for de-
manding basic rights and fair treatment.  

4Our conversations with survivors of lynch-
ings show that terror lynching played a key
role in the forced migration of millions of

black Americans out of the South. Thousands of
people fled to the North and West out of fear of
being lynched.  Parents and spouses sent away loved
ones who suddenly found themselves at risk of
being lynched for a minor social transgression; they
characterized these frantic, desperate escapes as
surviving near-lynchings.

5In all of the subject states, we observed
that there is an astonishing absence of any
effort to acknowledge, discuss, or address

lynching. Many of the communities where lynch-
ings took place have gone to great lengths to erect
markers and monuments that memorialize the Civil
War, the Confederacy, and historical events during
which local power was violently reclaimed by white
Southerners.  These communities celebrate and
honor the architects of racial subordination and po-
litical leaders known for their belief in white su-
premacy.  There are very few monuments or
memorials that address the history and legacy of
lynching in particular or the struggle for racial equal-
ity more generally.  Most communities do not ac-
tively or visibly recognize how their race relations
were shaped by terror lynching.

6We found that most terror lynchings can
best be understood as having the features
of one or more of the following:

(1) lynchings that resulted from a wildly distorted
fear of interracial sex; 

(2) lynchings in response to casual social transgres-
sions; 

(3) lynchings based on allegations of serious violent
crime; 

(4) public spectacle lynchings; 
(5) lynchings that escalated into large-scale violence

targeting the entire African American commu-
nity; and 

(6) lynchings of sharecroppers, ministers, and com-
munity leaders who resisted mistreatment,
which were most common between 1915 and
1940.  

7The decline of lynching in the studied
states relied heavily on the increased use
of capital punishment imposed by court

order following an often accelerated trial. That
the death penalty’s roots are sunk deep in the legacy
of lynching is evidenced by the fact that public exe-
cutions to mollify the mob continued after the prac-
tice was legally banned.

The Equal Justice Initiative believes that our nation
must fully address our history of racial terror and the
legacy of racial inequality it has created.  This report
explores the power of truth and reconciliation or
transitional justice to address oppressive histories
by urging communities to honestly and soberly rec-
ognize the pain of the past.  As has been powerfully
detailed in Sherrilyn A. Ifill’s extraordinary work on
lynchingi, there is an urgent need to challenge the
absence of recognition in the public space on the
subject of lynching.  Only when we concretize the
experience through discourse, memorials, monu-
ments, and other acts of reconciliation can we over-
come the shadows cast by these grievous events.
We hope you will join our effort to help towns, cities,
and states confront and recover from tragic histories
of racial violence and terrorism and to improve the
health of our communities by creating an environ-
ment where there can truly be equal justice for all.



Khan Academy KKK Article and Questions 

• The Ku Klux Klan first arose in the South during the Reconstruction Era, but experienced a resurgence 

in the period immediately following the end of the First World War. 

• The KKK was a viciously racist organization that employed violence and acts of terror in order to assert 

white supremacy and maintain a strict racial hierarchy. 

• Although most of the KKK’s savagery was aimed at African Americans, their hatred extended to 

immigrants, Catholics, Jews, liberals, and progressives. 

• The revival of the KKK in the 1920s was demonstrative of a society coping with the effects of 

industrialization, urbanization, and immigration. 
 
 
 
A brief history of the KKK 

The Ku Klux Klan was a viciously racist white supremacist organization that first arose in the South 

after the end of the Civil War. Its members opposed the dismantling of slavery and sought to keep African 

Americans in a permanent state of subjugation to whites. During Reconstruction, the Klan employed 

violence and terror in the hopes of overthrowing Republican state governments in the South and 

maintaining the antebellum racial hierarchy.^11start superscript, 1, end superscript 

The first Ku Klux Klan declined in the 1870s, partly due to the passage of federal legislation aimed at 

prosecuting the crimes of Klansmen, though some local cells continued to operate. The 

institutionalization of Jim Crow segregation in the South, moreover, meant that the KKK’s desire to 

maintain the antebellum racial hierarchy had been fulfilled. 
 
 
 
The revival of the KKK 

Although the KKK had reemerged in the South in 1915, it wasn’t until after the end of World War I that 

the organization experienced a national resurgence. Membership in the KKK skyrocketed from a few 

thousand to over 100,000 in a mere ten months.^22squared Local chapters of the KKK sprang up all over 

the country, and by the 1920s, it had become a truly national organization, with a formidable presence not 

just in the South, but in New England, the Midwest, and all across the northern United States.^33cubed 



The members of the Ku Klux Klan were mostly white Protestant middle-class men, and they framed their 

crusade in moral and religious terms.^44start superscript, 4, end superscript They saw themselves as 

vigilantes restoring justice, and they used intimidation, threats of violence, and actual violence to prevent 

African Americans, immigrants, Catholics, Jews, liberals, and progressives from attaining wealth, social 

status, and political power. 

KKK members wore elaborate costumes with distinctive white hoods to mask their identities, and held 

nocturnal rallies to plot acts of terror and foment hatred against people deemed not “truly” American—

basically, anyone who was not white and Protestant. The activities of Klansmen ranged from issuing 

threats and burning crosses to outright violence and atrocities such as tarring and feathering, beating, 

lynching, and assassination. 

The revival of the KKK in the early twentieth century reflected a society struggling with the effects of 

industrialization, urbanization, and immigration. Klan chapters in major urban areas expanded as many 

white Americans became bitter and resentful about immigration from Asia and Eastern Europe. Klansmen 

complained that these immigrants were taking jobs away from whites and diluting the imagined “racial 

purity” of American society. Given that the country had been populated by immigrants from the 

beginning, such ideas of racial purity were complete myths. 
 
 
 
Propaganda and protest 

D.W. Griffith’s film Birth of a Nation, released in 1915, was a sympathetic portrayal of the Klan, and was 

hugely popular with American audiences. President Woodrow Wilson even arranged for a private 

screening of the film at the White House. The film both reflected and boosted the popularity of the Ku 

Klux Klan. 

 



Movie poster for The Birth of a Nation, featuring a hooded man riding a horse and carrying a burning 

cross. 
The film Birth of a Nation portrayed the KKK as a heroic organization and led to a resurgence in 
membership. Image courtesy Wikimedia Commons. 

Many influential people and organizations came out in opposition to the KKK. Religious and civic groups 

launched campaigns to educate American society about the crimes and atrocities committed by Klansmen. 

Protestant ministers, Catholic priests, and Jewish rabbis stepped forward to condemn the organization in 

no uncertain terms. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was 

at the forefront of efforts to educate the public about the threat posed by the KKK. Such anti-Klan 

activism was highly effective, and the organization’s membership declined dramatically in the late 

1920s.^55start superscript, 5, end superscript 

The Ku Klux Klan would experience another revival in the South during the Civil Rights Movement of 

the 1950s and 1960s. 

 
What do you think? 

What were the goals of the Ku Klux Klan? What sorts of tactics did they use to achieve those goals? 

Why do you think the KKK experienced a resurgence in the 1920s? 

How do you explain the rise and fall of the Klan in different periods of US history? 
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Tulsa's Black Wall Street tells what was, and
what's coming

Image 1. People check out a mural painted on the side of Interstate 244 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The freeway cut the predominantly African-
American Greenwood district in two when it was built in the 1970s. Photo by: Shane Bevel/The Washington Post

TULSA, Oklahoma — The black city council member driving a black SUV came to a dead stop

along a gravel road.

Vanessa Hall-Harper pointed to a grassy knoll in the potter's field section of Oaklawn Cemetery.

"This is where the mass graves are," Hall-Harper declared.

She and others think bodies were dumped here after one of the worst episodes of racial violence in

U.S. history: the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.

For decades, few talked about what happened in this city when a white mob descended on

Greenwood Avenue, a black business district so prosperous it was dubbed "the Negro Wall Street"

by Booker T. Washington.

For two days beginning May 31, 1921, the mob set fire to hundreds of black-owned businesses and

homes in Greenwood. More than 300 black people were killed. More than 10,000 black people

By DeNeen L. Brown, Washington Post on 09.27.19
Word Count 1,838
Level MAX
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were left homeless, and 40 blocks were left smoldering. Survivors recounted black bodies loaded

on trains and dumped off bridges into the Arkansas River and, most frequently, tossed into mass

graves.

Now, as Tulsa prepares to commemorate the massacre's centennial in 2021, a community still

haunted by its history is being transformed by a wave of new development in and around

Greenwood.

There's a minor-league baseball stadium and plans for a BMX motocross headquarters. There's an

arts district marketed to millennials, and a hip shopping complex constructed out of empty

shipping containers. There's a high-end apartment complex with a yoga studio and pub.

While almost two-thirds of the neighborhood's residents are African-American, the gentrification

has surfaced tensions between the present and the past, once again raising questions about the

rampage. Even the description of the violence is a point of contention, with some calling it the

Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 and others referring to it as a massacre.

"Before my grandmother died, I asked her what happened," said Hall-Harper, whose council

district includes Greenwood. "She began to whisper. She said, 'They was killing black people and

running them out of the city.' I didn't even know about the massacre until I was an adult. And I

was raised here. It wasn't taught about in the schools. It was taboo to speak about it."

Though Tulsa officials decided years ago not to excavate the site of the alleged mass grave, arguing

that the evidence isn't strong enough, Hall-Harper plans to ask the city to reconsider.

"In honor of the centennial," she said, "I think we, as a city, should look into that and ensure those

individuals are laid to rest properly."

A century ago, Tulsa was racially segregated and reeling from a recent lynching when Dick

Rowland, a 19-year-old shoeshiner, walked to the Drexel Building, which had the only toilet

downtown available to black people. Rowland stepped into an elevator. Sarah Page, a white

elevator operator, began to shriek.

"While it is still uncertain as to precisely what happened in the Drexel Building on May 30, 1921,

the most common explanation is that Rowland stepped on Page's foot as he entered the elevator,

causing her to scream," the Oklahoma Historical Society reported.

The Tulsa Tribune published a news story with the

headline "Nab Negro for Attacking Girl in Elevator"

and ran an ominous editorial: "To Lynch Negro

Tonight."

Soon, a white mob gathered outside the Tulsa

courthouse, where Rowland was taken after his arrest.

They were confronted by black men, including World

War I veterans, who wanted to protect Rowland.

A struggle ensued. A shot was fired. Then hundreds of

white people marched on Greenwood in a murderous

rage.
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"They tried to kill all the black folks they could see," a survivor, George Monroe, recalled in the

1999 documentary "The Night Tulsa Burned."

There were reports that white men flew airplanes above Greenwood, dropping kerosene bombs.

"Tulsa was likely the first city" in the United States "to be bombed from the air," according to a

2001 report by the Oklahoma Commission to Study the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921.

B.C. Franklin, a Greenwood lawyer and the father of famed historian John Hope Franklin, wrote a

rare firsthand account of the massacre later donated to the National Museum of African American

History and Culture: "The sidewalk was literally covered with burning turpentine balls."

On June 1, 1921, martial law was declared. Troops rounded up black men, women and children

and detained them for days.

Olivia Hooker, now 103, is one of the last survivors of the massacre. Hooker was 6 when the

violence erupted.

Her mother hid her and three of her siblings under their dining room table. "She said, 'Keep quiet,

and they won't know you are under here.'"

From beneath the oak table, she and her siblings watched in horror.

"They took everything they thought was valuable. They smashed everything they couldn't take,"

Hooker said. "My mother had these [Enrico] Caruso records she loved. They smashed the Caruso

records."

Hooker, who later became one of the first black women to join the Coast Guard, has always lived

with her memories of that racial terrorism.

"You don't forget something like that," said Hooker, who lives in New York. "I was a child who

didn't know about bias and prejudice. ... It was quite a trauma to find out people hated you for

your color. It took me a long time to get over my nightmares."

It wasn't until 77 years after the massacre that authorities began investigating the claims of mass

graves. Investigators used electromagnetic induction and ground-penetrating radar to search for

evidence at Newblock Park, which operated as a dump in 1921, Booker T. Washington Cemetery

and Oaklawn Cemetery.

At each site, they found anomalies "that merited further investigation," according to the

commission's report.

Then in 1999, a white man named Clyde Eddy, who was 10 at the time of the massacre, came

forward and told officials he was playing in Oaklawn Cemetery in 1921 when he spotted white men

digging a trench. When the men left, Eddy said, he peeked inside the wooden crates and saw

corpses of black people.

Based on Eddy's story, state archaeologists began investigating the section of the cemetery Eddy

cited. The effort was led by Clyde Snow, one of the world's foremost forensic anthropologists who

had helped identify Nazi war criminals and had determined that more than 200 victims found in a

mass grave in Yugoslavia had been killed in an execution style of ethnic cleansing.
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Using ground-penetrating radar, they made a dramatic discovery: an anomaly bearing "all the

characteristics of a dug pit or trench with vertical walls and an undefined object within the

approximate center of the feature," the commission concluded. "With Mr. Eddy's testimony, this

trench-like feature takes on the properties of a mass grave."

The commission, created by the Oklahoma legislature in 1997 to establish a historical record of the

massacre, recommended "a limited physical investigation of the feature be undertaken to clarify

whether it indeed represents a mass grave."

It never happened.

Susan Savage, who was mayor of Tulsa at the time of the proposed excavation, said in a recent

interview that she had numerous discussions with officials and raised concerns about the

excavation.

"Oaklawn Cemetery is a public lot," Savage recalled. "I asked, 'How do we do that without

disturbing graves of family buried there?' I wanted to know how we [could] protect and preserve

the dignity of people there."

Bob Blackburn, who is white and served on the commission, said he agreed with the decision not

to dig at Oaklawn.

"Based on all the evidence Clyde Snow looked at, we never could pinpoint something," he said. "In

my mind that is not an unresolved issue. In terms of proving there was a mass grave, there will

always be people thinking one way or the other."

The refusal to excavate was a blow, Hall-Harper said, along with the city's decision to ignore a

recommendation for reparations to survivors and descendants of survivors.

She worries that the gentrification under way does not include efforts to resolve lingering

questions about the violence.

"This is sacred ground," Hall-Harper said. "As developers are making decisions about the

Greenwood district, the history is being ignored, and I think it is intentional. They want to forget

about it and move on."

At Greenwood and Archer, in the heart of Negro Wall Street, sit 14 red brick buildings that were

reconstructed soon after the 1921 massacre. They are all that's left of the original Greenwood.

On a hot summer afternoon, David Francis pushes open the door at Wanda J's Cafe, a soul-food

restaurant where black and white residents mingle.

Francis, 32, lives nearby and loves Wanda J's chicken-fried steak and green beans. A white man

born and raised in Tulsa, he said he first heard about the massacre when he was in high school.

"It's unbelievable to think the genuine atrocity took place right here," said Francis, looking outside

the restaurant window onto Greenwood Avenue. "A white woman told me she remembered seeing

bodies dumped into the Arkansas River off a bridge."

The African-American diners at Wanda J's fear the changes in Greenwood, including OneOK

Field, the minor-league ballpark that opened in 2010, and the luxury GreenArch apartment
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complex, which features a yoga and indoor cycling studio. The BMX headquarters and track are set

to open next year on the edge of the historic district at Archer and Lansing.

Bobby Eaton Sr., 83, orders a cup of coffee and calls the influx of white businesses and residents "a

tragedy."

"I'm not in accord with it because this is Black Wall Street," said Eaton, who was born and raised

in Tulsa. "Since it's Black Wall Street, all the retail on the street should be black."

Junior Williams, 56, said gentrification is driven by the same forces that fueled the white mob

nearly 100 years ago. "There was economic jealousy that caused them to destroy Greenwood."

At Lefty's on Greenwood, where the crowd is overwhelmingly white, Nicci Atchoey said she moved

into the GreenArch apartments because of its history. But Atochey, a 39-year-old white realtor

who grew up in Tulsa, learned the details of the massacre only six years ago.

"It is really not something taught in schools," said Atchoey, adding that many white people move

to Greenwood oblivious about the history.

"I think that is unacceptable. People come to the area and go to the bars and ballgame," she said.

"The stadium is like building a Whole Foods at the site of the Oklahoma City bombing."

As evening falls, the crowds heading to the baseball game walk over the plaques in the sidewalk

dedicated to businesses destroyed in the massacre.

Near the stadium's entrance, under Interstate 244, a mural is signed "Tulsa Race Riot 1921."

Someone has crossed out "riot" and written "massacre." Someone else has crossed out "massacre"

and left a scribble of black spray paint.
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Quiz

1 Which of the following people quoted in the article would be MOST LIKELY to agree with the idea that Oaklawn Cemetery
should be excavated?

(A) Vanessa Hall-Harper

(B) George Monroe

(C) Clyde Eddy

(D) Susan Savage

2 Which of the following answer choices would BEST describe Nicci Atchoey's reaction to learning about the Tulsa Race
Massacre?

(A) She thinks that it is a horrifying stain on Tulsa's history, but as a Realtor, she doesn't think it should stop
bars and stadiums from being built.

(B) She thinks it is disappointing that more people do not know about it and she plans to join the efforts to
make sure that it isn't forgotten.

(C) She thinks that it is a sad event that happened in Tulsa but she firmly believes that the term "riot" is
more appropriate than the term "massacre."

(D) She thinks it is terrible that the Tulsa Race Massacre is not taught and that it is appalling that buildings
are built right where the massacre occurred.

3 Which piece of evidence from the article conflicts with Vanessa Hall-Harper's point of view?

(A) "In honor of the centennial," she said, "I think we, as a city, should look into that and ensure those
individuals are laid to rest properly."

(B) "While it is still uncertain as to precisely what happened in the Drexel Building on May 30, 1921, the
most common explanation is that Rowland stepped on Page's foot as he entered the elevator, causing
her to scream," the Oklahoma Historical Society reported.

(C) "Based on all the evidence Clyde Snow looked at, we never could pinpoint something," he said. "In my
mind that is not an unresolved issue. In terms of proving there was a mass grave, there will always be
people thinking one way or the other."

(D) "It's unbelievable to think the genuine atrocity took place right here," said Francis, looking outside the
restaurant window onto Greenwood Avenue.

4 Why does the author include the opinions of Bobby Eaton Sr. and Junior Williams?

(A) to provide the perspectives of people who used to have businesses on Black Wall Street years ago

(B) to provide the perspectives of people who survived the Tulsa Race Massacre and are tramautized by it

(C) to provide the perspectives of people who are outraged by the fact that the Oaklawn Cemetery is not
being excavated

(D) to provide the perspectives of people who are troubled by the gentrification happening in Greenwood
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Answer Key

1 Which of the following people quoted in the article would be MOST LIKELY to agree with the idea that Oaklawn Cemetery
should be excavated?

(A) Vanessa Hall-Harper

(B) George Monroe

(C) Clyde Eddy

(D) Susan Savage

2 Which of the following answer choices would BEST describe Nicci Atchoey's reaction to learning about the Tulsa Race
Massacre?

(A) She thinks that it is a horrifying stain on Tulsa's history, but as a Realtor, she doesn't think it should stop
bars and stadiums from being built.

(B) She thinks it is disappointing that more people do not know about it and she plans to join the efforts to
make sure that it isn't forgotten.

(C) She thinks that it is a sad event that happened in Tulsa but she firmly believes that the term "riot" is
more appropriate than the term "massacre."

(D) She thinks it is terrible that the Tulsa Race Massacre is not taught and that it is appalling that
buildings are built right where the massacre occurred.

3 Which piece of evidence from the article conflicts with Vanessa Hall-Harper's point of view?

(A) "In honor of the centennial," she said, "I think we, as a city, should look into that and ensure those
individuals are laid to rest properly."

(B) "While it is still uncertain as to precisely what happened in the Drexel Building on May 30, 1921, the
most common explanation is that Rowland stepped on Page's foot as he entered the elevator, causing
her to scream," the Oklahoma Historical Society reported.

(C) "Based on all the evidence Clyde Snow looked at, we never could pinpoint something," he said.
"In my mind that is not an unresolved issue. In terms of proving there was a mass grave, there
will always be people thinking one way or the other."

(D) "It's unbelievable to think the genuine atrocity took place right here," said Francis, looking outside the
restaurant window onto Greenwood Avenue.

4 Why does the author include the opinions of Bobby Eaton Sr. and Junior Williams?

(A) to provide the perspectives of people who used to have businesses on Black Wall Street years ago

(B) to provide the perspectives of people who survived the Tulsa Race Massacre and are tramautized by it

(C) to provide the perspectives of people who are outraged by the fact that the Oaklawn Cemetery is not
being excavated

(D) to provide the perspectives of people who are troubled by the gentrification happening in
Greenwood
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